THE MAN I KNEW

compared with the French, Certainly the King had a very
high regard for Douglas because in the beginning of May
I was invited to spend a few days at Windsor with Their
Majesties, and the King then spoke to me of the great things
Douglas was doing and of the heavy responsibilities that he
had to shoulder.

During that visit to Windsor everyone was exceptionally
kind to me and the war was not discussed, but Sir Clive
Wigram was very anxious to see Douglas's diaries, which
arrived for me each day, and he was much interested in the
parts I showed to him.

On the 8th of May Sir Eric Geddes left Douglas to go
to the Admiralty. Douglas was very sorry to lose him. He
had been Director-General of Transport and had rendered
very valuable service. Douglas had the greatest admira-
tion for him and for what he had done and thought that
he, too, was sorry that their associations had come to an
end.

Meantime the changes that were made in the French
command were so frequent that Douglas never knew for
a period of almost fourteen days who was responsible for
the French army. First one person would be appointed and
then another, and Douglas thought that when Joffire re-
turned from America there would be so much fuss made of
him that he might quite likely be reappointed to the com-
mand of the army. The situation was so bad that, by the
i6th of May, Douglas had not even received a reply to a
letter written on the 5th. The result was that when he was
asked by P&ain to meet him for a discussion in Amiens on
the i8th5 Douglas only consented to go if he were given an
assurance that P6tain had really power to act in respect of
the future plans which might be made for a combined
offensive. At the conference, therefore, the first thing
Douglas did was to ask P&ain if he was in a sufficiently
authoritative position to give an answer to the letter he had
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